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STATISTIC #6: MORE EFFECTIVE PRIMARY CARE COULD SAVE U.S. $2.5 BILLION A YEAR BY PREVENTING HOSPITALIZATIONS FOR SEVERE DIABETES COMPLICATIONS 
PRIMARY CARE COALITION’S ‘PRIMARY CARE STATISTIC OF THE DAY’ CAMPAIGN CONTINUES

(ALBANY): With precious few days left before New York State passes its 2009-2010 budget, the Primary Care Coalition today continued its “Primary Care Statistic of the Day” campaign illustrating the major benefits that would come from a robust primary care system.

Statistic of the day for March 23:

	The United States could save nearly $2.5 billion a year by more effectively using primary care to prevent hospitalizations due to severe diabetes complications.*



“Diabetes is the only chronic disease that continues to grow in prevalence throughout New York State, and we’ve got to do a better job getting this growing epidemic under control,” said Linda Lambert, Executive Director of American College of Physicians, New York Chapter and a Founding Partner of the Primary Care Coalition. “Effective diabetes treatment in primary care settings will not only improve the health of New Yorkers suffering from this critical illness, but save the New York State tens of millions of dollars in unnecessary hospital visits, helping get our healthcare budget back in balance.” 

Each day until April 1, the coalition will release a single statistic that highlights one of three major benefits of a robust primary care system – lower costs, improved health outcomes and reduced health disparities.

“While certain elements of Governor Paterson’s healthcare budget have sparked a lot of controversy, there is widespread agreement that New York needs to invest more in primary care,” The Primary Care Coalition said in a statement. “Our goal of the ‘Statistic of the Day’ campaign is simple – to highlight the many benefits that patients, providers and the State’s bottom line would begin to enjoy if we made primary care the priority it needs to be.”

The coalition will be in touch tomorrow with statistic #7.

The Primary Care Coalition is spearheaded by: The Community Health Care Association of New York State; The Primary Care Development Corporation; New York State Area Health Education Center System; New York Chapter, American College of Physicians; New York State Academy of Family Physicians
* Source: Press Release, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, March 1, 2005
