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Contact: Stefan Friedman (212) 561-8730, Ext. 223

STATISTIC #2: ANOTHER PIECE OF EVIDENCE THAT INVESTING IN PRIMARY CARE CAN HELP GET HEALTHCARE COSTS UNDER CONTROL
PRIMARY CARE COALITION’S ‘PRIMARY CARE STATISTIC OF THE DAY’ CAMPAIGN CONTINUES

(ALBANY): With precious few days left before New York State passes its 2009-2010 budget, the Primary Care Coalition today continued its “Primary Care Statistic of the Day” campaign illustrating the major benefits that would come from a robust primary care system.

Statistic of the day for March 17:

	Medicare costs are inversely related to the supply of primary healthcare physicians; the greater the supply of primary care, the lower the Medicare spending rate.*




“There is no time to waste – New York State must gets its healthcare costs down,” Vito Grasso, the Executive Vice President of the New York State Academy of Family Physicians and a Founding Partner of the Primary Care Coalition said.  “No matter the payer – private insurance, Medicaid, Medicare or any other – investing in primary care reduces costs to everyone in the long run.”

Each day until April 1, the coalition will release a single statistic that highlights one of three major benefits of a robust primary care system – lower costs, improved health outcomes and reduced health disparities.

“While certain elements of Governor Paterson’s healthcare budget have sparked a lot of controversy, his proposal to continue steps taken in last year’s budget to properly fund primary care enjoys support from nearly every healthcare entity across the state,” The Primary Care Coalition said in a statement released at the beginning of the ‘Statistic of the day” campaign. “Our goal is simple – to highlight the myriad benefits that patients, providers and the state’s bottom line would begin to enjoy under the continued primary care reforms.”

The coalition will be in touch tomorrow with statistic #3.

The Primary Care Coalition is spearheaded by: The Community Health Care Association of New York State; The Primary Care Development Corporation; New York State Area Health Education Center System; New York Chapter, American College of Physicians; New York State Academy of Family Physicians
* Source: Sara Rosenbaum, JD; Peter Shin, PhD. “Laying the Foundation: Health System Reform in New York State and the Primary Care Imperative,” February 2006.
